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1 . This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis. 1 (a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 



SI 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. H 


□ 


Box No. HI 


□ 


Box No. TV 


El 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VH 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules A4bis.3{c) and 93bis. i but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44bis .2). K J 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule43b/s.1) 



Applicant's or agenfs file reference 

see form PCT/ISA/220 



Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) see form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/001217 



International filing date (day/monih/year) 
05.02.2004 



Priority date (day/monthfyear) 
20.02.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
HO1M4/70, H01M2v26 



Applicant 

HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD. 
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II 
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Box 
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III 
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VII 
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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 4367s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1b/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/iSA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA£20. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCT/JP2004/001217 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 ' S/nS^n » e h>h g » Uage v! h i? 0pi , nion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. <w^dtion in 

° £n5,?£io° n ha ^ b ® en established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the followina 
|S a9 R U |es 72 fanli 2! i a (b)) Ua9e ° f 3 tranS,ati ° n fUmi ' Shed f ° r the PUrp ° SeS ° f search 9 

2 ^ll! 93 ^ tojmy nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aDDlication and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of : app,,cat,on and 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 
O in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

O filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' ° has been "filed ofiSnShS? TJVH™ T% \ etSi0n ° r . copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 
SSi5SS« ,h f d £ e rec ^ ired statem ents that the information in the subsequent or additional 
appSprfal? ! we?e fuSed apphcat,on as fi,ed or does not 9° *e application as filed, as 

4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCT/JP2004A)01217 



Box No. II Priority 



1 . S The following document has not been furnished: 

S copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43£>/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43o/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 



2. □ 



Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

I??K°i >ini ? n n a s . bee " established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

E StZ £^JTJ*i ( S 43 ^ 1 and 641) - Thus for the P ur P°ses of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. □ It has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim because a copy of the priority document 

nni^L? va " f 16 10 ^ e J^ a i the time that the searcn was conducted (Rule 17.1) This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fc/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial ap plicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement ' nvem ' ve step or 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
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Re Item V Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, Inventive 
step or Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document/s/: 

D1 : PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 01 71 , no. 93 (E-1 351 ), 1 5 April 1 993 

(1993-04-15) & JP 4 341766 A (JAPAN STORAGE BATTERY CO LTD), 27 

November 1 992 (1 992-1 1 -27) 
D2: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 1 999, no. 04, 30 April 1 999 (1 999-04- 

30) & JP 1 1 026321 A (ELNA CO LTD), 29 January 1999 (1999-01-29) 

D1 should be cited in the description as it seems to be a solution to form a plural cells 
spiral type battery of an integral type (cf in particular fig.2 and 3). A full translation of said 
document would be usefull to assess more precisely the presence of an inventive activity 
of the subject-matter of claim 1 which in actual understanding seems however inventive. 

Claim 1 should be put in the two part form to make clear the contribution of the invention 
over the closest prior art, which should be D1 or eventually D1 . 



Re Item VI! Certain defects in the international application 

1 . The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
identified therein. 



PCT/Separate Sheet/237 (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



